
Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission Minutes 
Regular Meeting – January 16, 2018 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI, 48893 

989.644.8654 

  

The Meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Chairman McGrath.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was recited by all in attendance. 

Members Present: Preuss, Simon, Schofield, Grey, Tafreshi, Laraway, and McGrath 
Members Absent: None 

The Chair called for any changes to the Agenda.  Seeing none, he ruled that the Agenda was 
accepted as presented without objection. 

There was a correction to the October 10, 2017, minutes.  A motion was made by Tafreshi, 
seconded by Laraway, to approve the corrected August minutes.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION 
CARRIED 7-0-0. 

Reports: 

 Chairman: None 

 Manager: Wolff discussed the Time of Transfer program that recently went into effect for well 
and septic systems.  He also discussed the need to review what is meant by “overlapping 
frontage” for garages across the street. 

 Village Council: Grey discussed the work done on the Baseline Septic System Criteria (BSSC).  
It was discussed that the County Board of Public Works is scheduled to meet on January 25th 
to consider approving the BSSC.  That is the last entity needed to approve the document before 
it would go into effect. 

Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments:  

 Mike Fiorillo of Coldwater Road requested that the Planning Commission hold a public 
hearing in February to begin the process to conditionally rezone his property.  Grey stated 
that the Village has an application on its website that people need to use as a Conditional 
Rezoning must be made by the landowner to the Village.  The Village is prohibited by state 
law from imposing conditions; the conditions must be volunteered by the landowner.  
Wolff asked if the Planning Commission would entertain the application without the 
required fee of $250.  After discussion, the Planning Commission stated that the fee was 
needed to cover costs of the Village.  Wolff stated the deadline to make the February 
meeting is to have an application submitted by January 24th. 

 Brandon Wegener of Bonanza Lane requested that the Planning Commission craft a future 
land use ordinance for property near the airport in compliance with the Airpark 
Association’s Building & Use Restrictions. 

 Bob Rau of Bonanza Lane also stated that he feels the Village’s regulations should be 
consistent with the Building & Use Restrictions for the Airport area. 
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 Tom Courser of Campo Court stated that he was in attendance as the Airport Manager to 
stay informed of what action may be taken regarding the land uses around the airport. 

Existing Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02; Land Use Approvals & Site Development Criteria (Returned 
from the Village Council) 

The Planning Commission received Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 back from the Village 
Council.  Wolff discussed the concerns voiced during the Council’s Public Hearing regarding 
compatible land uses near the airport and the adopted Airport Approach Plan (AAP).  Wolff 
suggested that the best way to handle this is to deal with the airport zoning in a standalone 
ordinance and then modify the draft of 2017-02 to conform to the airport ordinance.   

Wolff discussed that he would also like to get guidance from MDOT on what land uses would 
be viable under the AAP specifically with Zone 5.  He stated that from a planning perspective 
hangars should not be allowed on the north side of Bonanza, but the Airport Zoning Act 
dictates that changes in zoning after an AAP is filed need to conform to the AAP. 

Members of the Planning Commission stated that they would prefer to deal with this in 2 
different ordinances. 

New Business: 

1. 2017 Planning & Zoning Annual Report 

The Planning Commission received and reviewed the Annual Report prepared by Wolff.  After 
review, the Planning Commission accepted the report and requested its submission to the 
Village Council. 

2. 2018 Master Plan Update 

The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed process and timeline for updating the 
Village’s Master Plan.  Wolff recommended doing an online survey during February with 
results discussed at the Planning Commission’s March meeting. 

The Planning Commission supported this plan.  Wolff stated that he would work on a draft 
survey and send that out for people to review before putting it online. 

3. Upcoming MAP Training Opportunities 

Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on several up-coming training events that are 
being offered by the Michigan Association of Planning.  Grey stated that he would like to 
attend the Site Plan Review Workshop on February 27th. 

Public Comments: None 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 

 

X\ Jeffrey P. Grey   

Jeffrey P. Grey, Village Clerk 



Lake Isabella Planning Commission 
February 13, 2018 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:01 PM by Planning Commission Chairman Dave 
McGrath.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present: Grey, Laraway, Tafreshi, Preuss, & McGrath 
Members Excused: Simon & Schofield 
 
A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Preuss, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the minutes of the 
January meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 
 
Chairman’s Report: None 
 
Village Manager’s Report:  Wolff supplied the Planning Commission with a written 

report in advance of the meeting.  In the report, he submitted information on winter 
street maintenance for January, and also the “calls for service” handled by Isabella 
County Central Dispatch for Lake Isabella in 2017.  Wolff also reported on the 
Agreement to amend the Building & Use Restrictions for Lake Isabella South and 
Lake Isabella Golf Estates #2.  He stated that the agreement was approved by the 
Isabella County Board of Public Works in late January and has been recorded. 

 Grey thanked Wolff for his work on this project.  He stated that he remembers years 
ago when previous members of the Planning Commission were adamant that the 
State would never agree to change the restrictions short of a sewer system, and he is 
very happy that those views were proven wrong. 

 
Village Council Report: None 
 
Public Hearings: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-01; Proposed Ordinance 2018-01, Conditional 
Rezoning Request for 565 N. Coldwater Road. 

Chairman McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:08 PM. 

Wolff provided a staff report to the Planning Commission to review regarding this 
application.  He reminded the Planning Commission that conditions attached to a 
conditional rezoning must be offered by the Applicant, and may not be forced by 
the Village. 

Mike Fiorillo and his daughter Sarah Fiorillo were present and are the Applicant 
for this request.  Mr. Fiorillo stated that they are seeking a map amendment 
which would allow them to convert his existing home into a Bed & Breakfast.  He 
stated that his home is a barn built around 1910 that he has converted into a 
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dwelling.  In his opinion, he feels that there would be no negative impact on the 
community if he is allowed to operate a Bed & Breakfast at his property.  He 
stated that the plan they are moving forward with would have the entire home 
being rented out at one-time, and not individual rooms. 

Sarah Fiorillo discussed the plans to host the site on Airbnb.  She stated that they 
plan to use this company as their host and booking partner as they have 
$1,000,000 in property and liability coverage.  She also stated that they plan to 
have somebody at the property whenever a guest is present. 

Laraway asked about plans for an emergency escape from the 3rd-floor guest 
rooms.  Mike Fiorillo said the plans are for them to use the stairs inside the 
dwelling, and to convert the windows in those rooms to suitable windows to meet 
the requirements of the residential fire code. 

Grey asked if each the bedrooms on the upper floor would have at least 100 
square feet.  Mike Fiorillo stated that they would have at least 100 square feet. 

Laraway asked if there any ADA issues that he would need to address.  Mike 
Fiorillo stated that he was unaware of any action he would need to take regarding 
the ADA. 

Public Comment: None 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:16 PM. 

A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Tafreshi, to recommend Proposed 
Ordinance 2018-01 to the Village Council.  VOICE VOTE; YEAS: Grey, Tafreshi, 
Preuss, & McGrath; NAYS: Laraway.  MOTION CARRIED 4-1-0. 

2. Proposed Special Land Use 2018-01; Proposed Accessory Structure 1179 Queens 
Way 

Chairman McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:27 PM. 

Wolff provided a staff report to the Planning Commission to review regarding the 
application.   

The Applicant, Jerred Peterson, was present and discussed the project he would 
like to pursue.  He would like to build a detached garage across the street from 
his dwelling at 1179 Queens Way.  The footprint of the structure would be 1,280 
ft2 and have three doors facing Queens Way.  He said he would like to store his 
RV, golf cart, and other personal items inside the garage.  He stated that the 
location they selected was done so to work around the large oak trees on the lot. 

Grey asked if he was planning on using the overhang on the back of the structure 
to store items.  The Applicant stated that the area under the overhang was 
planned to be used as a sitting area. 

The Applicant stated that he is planning on having windows on the front of the 
building either in the doors or above the two smaller doors.  He asked about the 
ability to exceed 1,280 ft2.  Wolff stated that as the Zoning Administrator he 
would not be able to approve a permit in excess of that size unless a variance was 
obtained from the ZBA.   
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McGrath asked if there was any living space planned for inside the structure?  
The Applicant stated that there would be no living space inside, just personal 
storage. 

Public Comment: 

 Deb Stanton of Granada Court stated she was encouraged by the changes 
made by the Village in allowing garages to be built across the street from 
homes. 

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista questioned the size of the proposed overhang 
on the rear of the building, and stated he feels this area should be factored 
into the square footage. 

Grey asked the Applicant about the overhang.  The Applicant stated that he was 
unsure but would likely be between 6 and 10 feet based on what his builder is 
able to design. 

Wolff explained again that the Village’s ordinance only factors into consideration 
the footprint of the structure.  He stated that there is an illustration which shows 
how this term is to be applied in the review process, and that is where the 
structure is physically connected to the ground. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:42 PM. 

A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Laraway, to conditionally approve 
proposed Special Land Use 2018-01 with the following conditions: 

1. A new floor plan is submitted which has the required offset of at least 4 
feet if there is façade facing Queens Way greater than 30 feet in length. 

2. New drawings are submitted which show the correct roof, including the 
height from grade to peak. 

3. New drawings are submitted showing the exterior finishes of windows, 
doors, other elements, or required landscaping along the side walls. 

4. A deed naming the Village of Lake Isabella as a party to enforce and 
prevent decoupling is submitted and approved that combines lot 544 and 
578.  Lot 579 will need to be included as well if the Applicant is not 
planning to keep the required minimum side yard between lots 578/579. 

5. Any light fixtures which are placed more than 10’ above grade be shielded 
and all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed from 
direct view. 

6. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage 
of the resident of 1179 Queens Way, and may not be used to operate a 
Home Occupation as defined in the zoning code or other business without 
seeking additional approvals from the Village. 

7. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the 
above items are satisfied for a single-story Accessory Structure with a 
footprint not to exceed 1,280 ft2. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 



Planning Commission Minutes, February 13, 2018 Page 4 of 6 
 

3. Proposed Special Land Use 2018-02; Proposed Accessory Structure 1052 Lincoln 
Drive 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:45 PM. 

Wolff provided a staff report to the Planning Commission to review regarding the 
application.   

The Applicant, Brent Peavey, was present to discuss his development plans with 
the Planning Commission.  The Applicant would like to construct a detached 
garage of 1,280 ft2.   

Wolff explained that the Zoning Code allows for a “by right” size for detached 
garages of 1,088 ft2, and on properties under 2 acres in size a Special Land Use 
size of 1,280 ft2. 

Grey asked the Applicant about any plans for paving the driveway.  The Applicant 
stated that it is his long-term plan to do so, but first is planning on paving the 
driveway to the house. 

McGrath asked if there was any driveway planned between the detached garage 
and the home.  The Applicant stated that there would only be a walkway between 
the two structures. 

Grey asked if there was any living space planned for inside the detached garage. 
The Applicant stated that there would be no living space, but may look to install a 
bathroom at some point in the future. 

The exterior finish of the structure facing Lincoln Drive was discussed.  It was 
noted that the Applicant’s drawings do not show the required offset on the façade 
of at least 4 feet due to the length of the wall being over 30 feet, and there does 
not appear to be the required two features on that façade. 

Public Comments: None 

A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Tafreshi, to conditionally approve 
proposed Special Land Use 2018-02 with the following conditions: 

1. A new floor plan is submitted which has the required offset of 4 feet if there is 
façade facing Queens Way greater than 30 feet in length. 

2. New drawings are submitted showing the exterior finishes of windows, doors, 
other elements, or landscaping discussed and agreed to between the Applicant 
and Planning Commission.  This drawing should also include the total height 
of the structure from grade to peak. 

3. A deed naming the Village of Lake Isabella as a party to enforce and prevent 
decoupling is submitted and approved that combines lots 268, 270,  271, & 
272. 

4. Any light fixtures which are placed more than 10’ above grade be shielded and 
all light directed downward so that the light source is obstructed from direct 
view. 
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5. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage of 
the resident of 1052 Lincoln Drive, and may not be used for commercial 
storage purposes or other business activity without first seeking and obtaining 
additional approvals from the Village. 

6. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the 
above items are satisfied for a single-story Accessory Structure with a 
footprint not to exceed 1,280 ft2. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Public Comments: 
 Brandon Wegener of Bonanza Lane spoke about Proposed Ordinance 2018-02.  

He stated that he was opposed to “self-service storage facilities” being located in 
the Airport Residential District.  He stated that it was in conflict with the plat’s 
Building & Use Restrictions and that it was not fair for that use to be allowed in 
the Airport Residential District but not in the other residential zones.   

Existing Business: 
1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-02; Airport Hazard Area Overlay Zones 

Wolff reviewed the rough draft he has prepared to address the Airport Approach 
Plan in the zoning code.  The draft presented creates an overlay district of the 
various hazard areas.  Within each hazard zone restrictions are broken down by 
zoning district to limit height and use provisions. 

Wolff stated that the land uses he based on the restrictions on were taken from 
the list of Proposed Ordinance 2017-02.  He suggested that the March meeting be 
devoted to looking at these two proposed ordinances and then hopefully having 
them ready for a Public Hearing in April. 

He also discussed that he had reached out to the Sheriff on allowing aircraft to 
access the runway via Bonanza Lane.  The conclusion from the Sheriff’s review of 
the issue is that an aircraft could cross a public right-of-way to get from one side 
of the road to the other, but could not be driven down the road.   

Based on this information, it was discussed whether it was appropriate to 
continue to allow hangars to be developed in areas where aircraft could not 
access the runway.  Wolff suggested that this issue be part of the discussion in 
March. 

New Business: 
1. Overlapping Frontage / Garage Across the Street Discussion 

The Planning Commission reviewed and discussed the results of the survey taken 
by the Planning Commission and Village Council.  Several concerns were 
discussed regarding the current lack of guidance on how to determine 
overlapping frontage.  It was discussed that there might need to be created a list 
which shows matching pairs on cul-de-sacs.  There was additional discussion 
about limiting the distance between lots.  Several members also discussed 
whether there should be wording which directs development to be located so 
that, if possible, there are overlapping frontages of the structures. 
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There was discussion regarding using side lot lines to help determine what is 
overlapping.  One concern voiced was that for cul-de-sacs development is usually 
oriented toward the street and not side property lines. 

Wolff suggested that he would seek some guidance from the Village attorney on 
whether the Planning Commission could be granted the authority to determine if 
two lots are overlapping based on any future changes to the ordinance.  He stated 
he would report back to the Planning Commission at the next meeting. 

 
Public Comments: None 
 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X\ Jeffrey P. Grey   
Jeffrey P. Grey 
  Village Clerk 



Lake Isabella Planning Commission 
March 13, 2018 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Planning Commission Chairman Dave 
McGrath.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present: Grey, Schofield, Simon, Tafreshi, & McGrath 
Members Excused: Laraway & Preuss 
 
A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Simon, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Simon, to approve the minutes of the 
February meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 
 
Chairman’s Report: None 

Village Manager’s Report:  Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on winter street 
maintenance for February.  He also discussed the Master Plan survey, newsletter, 
and the ISO rating change for the Fire Department. 

Grey and Wolff discussed the Site Plan review workshop that they attended in late 
February.  Grey stressed the point that if a Site Plan is submitted with meets the 
requirements of the Village’s zoning code, state law requires that it be approved. 

Village Council Report: None 
 
Public Hearings: None 

Public Comments: 
 Brandon Wegener of Bonanza Lane submitted an email to the Planning 

Commission which was shared with them prior to the meeting. 

 Amy Dolezal of Cantabrian Drive asked if there was going to be a discussion 
about land uses allowed on Bonanza Lane at the meeting. 

 Robin Spring of Carmen Drive asked if it was possible to build a garage on the lot 
next to her home. 

Existing Business: 
1. Discussion and Review of Proposed Ordinance 2018-02, Proposed Ordinance 

2017-02, and Site Plan Approval Process: 
The Planning Commission began by reviewing the completed draft of Proposed 
Ordinance 2018-02.  This proposed ordinance, if adopted, would create an 
overlay district in the zoning code consisting of 5 areas that would limit 
development in areas identified by the Michigan Department of Transportation 
as being in a hazard area due to the airport. 
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There was discussion and a desire to have language added to the draft which 
would clarify that parcels in 2 different hazard areas or partially out of a hazard 
area would only be restricted on development for areas within specific hazard 
areas. 

The Planning Commission also reviewed the draft of the Site Plan Review 
process.  There were no objections to this process being included in Proposed 
Ordinance 2017-02. 

The Planning Commission did not review, or recommend, any changes to the 
zoning districts surrounding the airport. 

Public Hearings were set for both Proposed Ordinance 2017-02 and 2018-02 for 
the April meeting. 

New Business: 
1. Detached Garage Design and Size Standards 

The Planning Commission reviewed the design checklist that was created from 
the standards in the ordinance.   

There was discussion regarding what constitutes a covered porch, overhand, 
eave, and cantilevered roof.  No consensus was reached, and it was agreed to 
discuss this further at a future meeting. 

There was discussion regarding whether the size standards for new homes and 
the limitation in the code that detached garages cannot exceed the footprint of 
the primary structure might penalize the LR-2 district.  It was discussed to 
further review this and possible amend the restrictions for the LR-2 district 
and/or existing homes.   

It was also discussed to further examine what the sizes should be for build-by-
right versus special land use approvals. 

 
Public Comments:  

 Robin Spring of Carmen Drive asked if she could build a shed or lean-to on the 
lot across from her home. 

 Amy Dolezal of Cantabrian Drive asked about airport access for lots 38 and 39 of 
Lake Isabella Airpark. 

 Bob Rau of Bonanza Lane asked if it was currently allowed to be build self-service 
storage buildings in the Airport Residential District.  He also asked for the 
members of the Planning Commission to consider what items they would like to 
have built next to their homes as land uses around the airport are considered. 

 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 PM. 
 

X\ Jeffery P. Grey   

Jeffrey P. Grey 
  Village Clerk 



Lake Isabella Planning Commission 
April 10, 2018 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Planning Commission Chairman Dave 
McGrath.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present:  Grey, Laraway Schofield, Simon, Tafreshi, Preuss, & McGrath 
Members Excused:  None 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda as 
presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Laraway, to approve the minutes of the 
February meeting as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 
 
Chairman’s Report: None 

Village Manager’s Report:  Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on the recent 
session he attended on risk management hosted by the Michigan Association of 
Planning. 

Village Council Report: None 
 
Public Hearings:  

1. Special Land Use Application 2018-03; Request to Build a 1,200 Detached 
Garage at 1063 El Camino Grande: 

Wolff provided a review of the proposed project and submitted staff report 
reviewing the project per the zoning code. 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:03 PM. 

Public Comment: None 

Grey asked the applicant, Mandy Owens, if the garage would be landscaped 
along the northern wall.  Ms. Owens stated that the landscaping would match 
the house. 

If was asked if they were planning to have exterior lighting on the building 
and if they were aware the lighting needed to be shielded and directed 
downward.  Ms. Owens stated that they were aware and were going to have 
shielded lights. 

McGrath asked whether there were going to be 1 door or 2 doors facing 
Iberian.  Ms. Owens stated that they were planning on a 24’x8’ single door.   

Wolff asked if the door was planning to have a row of windows, or even faux 
windows, as that would satisfy the ordinance requirements for the design 
standards.  Ms. Owens stated that they could add a row of windows to the 
door. 
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McGrath asked if the building would be used for personal storage or 
commercial purposes.  Ms. Owens stated that it was for personal use. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:09 PM 

A motion was made by Tafreshi, seconded by Simon, to approve Special Land Use 
2018-03 with the following conditions: 

1. Any light fixtures which are placed more than 10 feet above grade be 
shielded and all light directed downward so that the light source is 
obstructed from direct view. 

2. The use of the Accessory Structure shall be limited to the personal storage 
of the resident of 1063 El Camino Grande and may not be used for 
commercial storage purposes or other business activity without first 
seeking and obtaining additional approvals from the Village. 

3. The Zoning Administrator is authorized to issue a zoning permit when the 
above items are satisfied for a single-story Accessory Structure with a 
footprint not to exceed 1,200 square feet. 

VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 7-0-0. 

2. Proposed Ordinance 2017-02; Land Use Site Conditions & Review/Approval 
Criteria: 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 7:11 PM 

W0lff distributed an unsigned letter which was submitted in the names of 
Brandon & Lisa Wegener, Bob & Mary Rau, Kevin & Becky White, Tom Courser, 
Al Davis, Dean Chaffee, and Jack Gildea with comments regarding proposed 
changes to the allowed land uses around the airport. 

Public Comments: 

Bob Rau of Bonanza Lane stated that he would like to see the land uses 
remain the same and is opposed to storage uses being developed around the 
airport.  He stated that he feels the Master Plan does not support storage uses 
being developed in this area and doing so would devalue his property. 

Brandon Wegener of Bonanza Lane stated that he is also opposed to storage 
units being developed in the Airport Residential District.  He stated that the 
Building & Use Restrictions for the plat do not support this use. 

Tom Courser of Campo Court stated he agrees with the previous comments. 

Al Davis of Coldwater Road stated that he would like to see the area remain 
the same, and that allowing mini-storage would only make it harder for the 
airport to sustain itself. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 7:18 PM. 

Grey asked the members of the audience who spoke during Public Comment 
about their feelings on having hangars on the north side of Bonanza Lane.  Bob 
Rau stated that they shouldn’t be permitted since they cannot access the runway.  
Brandon Wegener stated that he feels the Building & Use Restrictions prohibit 
this type of development. 
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Grey stated that he feels whether there is legal access to the runway is not an 
issue that the Village can enforce. 

Laraway stated that he disagrees with Grey’s view, and that the Village should not 
approve a land use which would face legal issues for aircraft accessing the 
runway. 

Wolff reviewed several areas of the draft to ensure that everyone had a clear 
understanding of the what is included in the document. 

The review process for Special Land Use Accessory Structures was reviewed and 
agreed that only a Basic Site Plan should be required. 

Having a hard surface floor for hangars was discussed.  Laraway stated that he 
feels a minimum thickness should be established in the ordinance.  Al Davis 
stated that the Building Code requires a minimum 3.5 inches.  There was 
discussion regarding this requirement, and it was felt that it would be best left up 
to the enforcement of Isabella County as part of the building code process. 

The Planning Commission discussed the development of hangars on the 
northside of Bonanza.  Laraway stated he was not in favor of allowing hangars 
along the north side of Bonanza.  After discussion, it was asked to have self-
service storage facilities removed from the AR District in the draft. 

After discussion, it was asked to have Wolff draft an ordinance to consider at the 
May meeting, in addition to the amended draft of proposed ordinance 2017-02, 
to rezone lots on the north side of Bonanza from Airport Residential to Lake 
Residential-1 where the property is outside of the AAP for the airport, and there 
is no legal access to the runway. 

3. Proposed Ordinance 2018-02; Airport Hazard Zones Overlay District: 

McGrath opened the Public Hearing at 8:12 PM 

W0lff distributed an unsigned letter which was submitted in the names of 
Brandon & Lisa Wegener, Bob & Mary Rau, Kevin & Becky White, Tom Courser, 
Al Davis, Dean Chaffee, and Jack Gildea with comments regarding proposed 
changes to the allowed land uses around the airport. 

Public Comments: 

Brandon Wegener of Bonanza Lane stated he was opposed to allowing self-
service storage facilities in Hazard Zone 5. 

Scott Voight of Fairway Drive stated he was upset that he received a notice in 
the mail and could not find anything about this matter on the Village’s 
website. 

Darci Bishop of Fairway Drive stated that she was concerned about what this 
ordinance would do to her property on Fairway Drive. 

Lyle Trudell of Fairway Drive asked about the impact of the ordinance on 
future development of the area around the Condos. 

McGrath closed the Public Hearing at 8:27 PM. 
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The Planning Commission asked for the draft to be amended to reflect the 
discussion from Public Hearing #2, and to consider this ordinance, and the other 
two ordinances discussed at the previous Public Hearing in April. 

Public Comments: 
 Dave Schleick of Clubhouse Drive asked about the development and approve 

process for septic systems in Golf Estates #2. 

Existing Business: 

1. Temporary/Tent “Sheds” Discussion 

Wolff presented a concern regarding the prohibition on Temporary Tent Sheds 
contained in Section 1220.03(7) of the zoning code.  He stated that he feels that 
in light of the less restrictive regulations on the storage of boats and campers, 
that this seems out of place.  He showed a picture of a large boat seasonally 
stored on a lot next to a tent type shed.  He stated that he struggles to defend the 
regulation when questioned on it as to why one is permitted and the other is not. 

He proposed including wording in the upcoming update to Section 1220 that 
would allow these types of temporary structures on a seasonal basis with 
regulations that limit the size, duration, and placement. 

Schofield questioned whether they should be allowed on waterfront parcels, and 
what setback regulations would be. 

New Business: 

1. Master Plan Survey Results 

The Planning Commission discussed the Master Plan survey results. 

 
Public Comments: None 
 
 
With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:53 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X\ Jeffrey P. Grey   

Jeffrey P. Grey 
  Village Clerk 



Village	of	Lake	Isabella	
Planning	Commission	
May	8,	2018	
Regular	Meeting	Minutes	

1010	Clubhouse	Drive	
Lake	Isabella,	MI	48893	

989.644.8654	

	
	
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7	PM	by	Planning	Commission	Chairman	McGrath.			The	
Pledge	of	Allegiance	was	recited	by	those	in	attendance.	
	
Members	Present:	 Grey,	Laraway,	Preuss,	Tafreshi,	and	McGrath	
Members	Excused:	 Schofield	and	Simon	
	
A	motion	was	made	by	Laraway,	which	was	seconded	by	Tafreshi,	to	approve	the	Meeting	
Agenda	as	presented.		VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	5‐0‐0.	
	
A	motion	was	made	by	Laraway,	which	was	seconded	by	Tafreshi,	to	approve	the	minutes	
of	the	April	meeting	as	presented. VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	5‐0‐0.	
	
Village	Manager	Wolff	reported	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	permit	activity	and	code	
enforcement	cases.			He	also	reported	on	the	upcoming	Public	Hearings	that	are	scheduled	
to	be	held	by	the	Village	Council	on	May	15th.	
	
Grey	reported	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	the	events	of	the	April	24th	Village	Council	
meeting.	
	
Public	Hearing	for	Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐03:	
McGrath	opened	a	Public	Hearing	at	7:07	PM	for	Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐03,	which	
amends	the	Zoning	Map	by	changing	the	zoning	classification	of	several	lots	on	Bonanza	
Lane	from	Airport	Residential	to	Lake	Residential‐1.		

Wolff	provided	a	summary	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	the	ordinance.	

Public	Comments:	
 Amy	Dolezal	of	Cantabrian	Drive	spoke	in	opposition	to	the	ordinance.		She	voiced	

concerns	that	this	rezoning	would	negatively	impact	the	Airpark	Property	Owners	
Association.		She	also	stated	she	feared	that	this	rezoning	was	the	first	step	toward	
rezoning	all	of	the	property	on	the	north	side	of	Bonanza	Lane.			

 Scott	Voight	of	Fairway	Drive	spoke	in	opposition	to	the	ordinance.		He	stated	that	he	
doesn’t	see	there	is	a	separation	between	the	Village’s	zoning	and	the	plat’s	
restrictions.		He	also	stated	that	just	because	the	Village	has	been	told	it	is	illegal	to	
drive	an	airplane	on	the	road,	that	doesn’t	mean	somebody	couldn’t	do	it.	

 Bob	Rau	of	Bonanza	Lane	asked	if	this	rezoning	would	change	the	dues	that	the	
property	owners	have	to	pay.	

McGrath	closed	the	Public	Hearing	at	7:23	PM,	
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A	motion	was	made	by	Grey,	which	was	seconded	by	Preuss,	to	recommend	Proposed	
Ordinance	2018‐03	to	the	Village	Council	for	adoption.	VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	
5‐0‐0.	

Public	Comments:	None	

Existing	Business:	
1. Proposed	Ordinance	2017‐02;	Land	Use	Site	Conditions	&	Approval	Criteria:	

The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	changes	made	to	the	draft	of	Proposed	
Ordinance	2017‐02	since	the	April	meeting.		A	review	of	the	various	uses	created	and	
amended	was	discussed.	

It	was	questioned	if	the	proposed	“Lodge”	use	was	still	needed	since	Mr.	Fiorillo	has	
elected	to	pursue	a	condition	rezoning	agreement.		Concerns	were	voiced	by	members	
of	the	Planning	Commission	that	this	could	open	up	large	unplatted	lake	front	lots	to	
short‐term	rentals.	

Grey,	Laraway,	and	Preuss	all	shared	concerns	over	leaving	the	Lodge	use	in	the	draft.	

A	motion	was	made	by	Grey,	which	was	seconded	by	Laraway,	to	recommend	
Proposed	Ordinance	2017‐02,	with	the	proposed	use	of	“Lodge”	being	deleted,	to	the	
Village	Council	for	adoption.	VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	5‐0‐0.	

2. Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐02;	Airport	Hazard	Area	Overlay	District:	
The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	changes	made	to	the	draft	of	Proposed	
Ordinance	2018‐02	since	the	April	meeting.		There	was	discussion	among	the	
members	of	the	Planning	Commission	as	to	whether	this	ordinance	was	still	needed	in	
light	of	the	possible	rezoning	along	Bonanza	Lane.	

Preuss,	Laraway,	and	Grey	all	stated	that	they	support	the	adoption	of	the	ordinance,	
and	feel	that	the	Village	Council	should	receive	the	ordinance.	

A	motion	was	made	by	Laraway,	which	was	seconded	by	Grey,	to	recommend	
Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐02	to	the	Village	Council	for	adoption.	VOICE	VOTE:	
MOTION	CARRIED	5‐0‐0.	

New	Business:	
1. Chapter	1220	Amendments:	

The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	proposed	changes	to	Chapter	1220.		Wolff	
presented	four	issues	which	he	feels	should	be	reviewed	by	the	Planning	
Commission	and	possibly	amended	in	the	zoning	code.		Those	issues	were	as	
follows:	

Breezeways:		There	was	discussion	regarding	the	need	to	define	the	term	
“breezeway”	better	in	the	ordinance	to	make	it	clear	that	in	certain	
circumstances	a	breezeway	could	be	a	feature	of	a	primary	structure	where	a	
garage	was	separated	from,	but	not	detached	from	a	dwelling	area.	

Garage	Doors:	There	was	discussion	on	the	need	for	the	zoning	code	to	address	
garage	door	height.		The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	several	photographs	
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which	showed	doors	of	various	sizes.		It	was	also	discussed	that	this	should	
apply	to	attached	garages	and	detached	garages.		It	was	also	discussed	that	the	
allowed	“by	right”	size	should	be	the	same	for	attached	and	detached	garages.	

	 McGrath	stated	that	he	has	become	a	supporter	of	requiring	windows	in	garage	
doors	as	it	adds	character	to	a	structure.			

Secondary	Front	Yards:	Wolff	presented	examples	of	locations	where	the	zoning	
code	restricts	the	development	of	accessory	structures	on	corner	lots	due	to	the	
wording	in	the	ordinance	which	prohibits	accessory	structure	sin	the	“street	
side”	yard.		The	Planning	Commission	discussed	having	different	setbacks	on	
Major	Streets	versus	Local	Streets	to	allow	accessory	structures	in	what	would	
otherwise	be	considered	a	side	yard.	

Overlapping	Frontages:	The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	feedback	from	the	
Village	Council	on	how	to	define	overlapping	frontages.				The	Planning	
Commission	supported	using	the	side	lot	lines	as	the	method	to	determine	
overlapping	areas,	and	also	limiting	lots	by	having	to	be	connected	over	a	single	
improved	roadway	area.		This	would	eliminate	lots	on	cul‐de‐sacs	that	would	be	
connected	over	the	unimproved	area	in	the	middle	of	the	cul‐de‐sac.	

2. Sale	of	Village	Lots:	
The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	lots	currently	owned	by	the	Village,	and	did	
not	object	to	releasing	8		of	the	9	lots	discussed,	with	the	lot	on	Birdie	Drive	being	
retained	by	the	Village,	being	offered	for	sale	by	the	Village	Council.	

Public	Comments:	
 Scott	Voight	of	Fairway	Drive	voiced	his	objection	to	how	his	comments	at	the	

previous	meeting	were	represented	in	the	minutes.		He	also	stated	that	he	stated	
last	month,	and	was	stating	again	this	month,	that	there	needs	to	be	a	way	to	
connect	both	sides	of	the	lake	so	we	could	truly	be	one	community.	

 Amy	Dolezal	of	Cantabrian	Drive	stated	that	larger	garages	hurt	the	views	people	
enjoy	of	the	lake,	and	that	one	way	to	help	reduce	the	need	for	large	garages	near	
the	lake	would	be	to	allow	storage	buildings	on	all	lots	in	the	Airpark	Plat.	

	
With	no	further	business,	the	Planning	Commission	adjourned	at	8:52	PM.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

X/	 Jeffrey P. Grey	 	 	

	 	 Jeffrey	P.	Grey	
	 	 	Village	Clerk	
	



Village of Lake Isabella 
Planning Commission 
July 17, 2018 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

1010 Clubhouse Drive 
Lake Isabella, MI 48893 

989.644.8654 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Planning Commission Chairman McGrath.   
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by those in attendance. 
 
Members Present: Courser, Grey, Laraway, Preuss, Simon, and McGrath 
Members Excused: Tafreshi 
 
A motion was made by Laraway, which was seconded by Simon, to approve the Meeting 
Agenda as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Grey, seconded by Preuss, to retain the current slate of officers 
for the 2018-19 session which are as follows: Chairman, Dave McGrath; Vice-Chair. Bob 
Laraway; Secretary, Tim Wolff; ZBA member, Dave McGrath. VOICE VOTE: MOTION 
CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
A motion was made by Simon, which was seconded by Grey, to approve the minutes of 
the May meeting as presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
 
Village Manager Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on permit activity and code 
enforcement cases.   He also reported on the various RFPs that the Village has 
advertised.  Simon asked about enforcement of the Refuse Hauler Ordinance, 
specifically if somebody is collecting refuse without a license who would the Village look 
to for enforcement.  Wolff stated that the company collecting the refuse would likely be 
the one viewed as violating the ordinance as they lacked a license. 
 
Grey reported to the Planning Commission on the events of the Village Council meetings 
in May and June.   
 
McGrath asked Grey to explain why the Council decided to remove the requirement that 
Private Aircraft Hangars have a hard-surfaced floor.  McGrath stated that the Planning 
Commission was very strong in its position that a hard-surfaced floor was a necessity for 
these structures.   
 
Simon and Laraway also voiced their concern over the action of the Council to remove 
this requirement.  Grey stated that he remembers the primary concern voiced by 
members of the Council were cost, and how that could limit the development of hangars.  
Simon stated that the increased costs were a reasonable trade-off for the protection that 
a hard-surfaced floor creates for groundwater protection.   
 
Laraway also noted that a hard-surfaced floor adds strength to pole buildings as it ties 
the building together.  Courser also stated that it helps deter rodents and ensures that 
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hangars which may be used for storage remain attractive to potential pilots when they 
are sold. 
 
Grey stated that the Council is not obligated to adopt everything that it receives from the 
Planning Commission or other committees without modification.  McGrath stated that 
he believes everyone on the Planning Commission is aware of this, but in this 
circumstance, it appears as if no consideration was given to the recommendation of the 
Planning Commission. 

Public Comments:  

 Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive stated that he would make sure that the Council 
revisits the issue of the floor in Private Aircraft Hangars when the Council next 
reviews Proposed Ordinance 2017-02.  Cueny also asked if the Planning 
Commission was looking at reviewing short-term lodging in a more 
comprehensive manner in light of the conditional rezoning which was approved 
on Coldwater Road. 

Existing Business: 

1. Setbacks in Single-family Zoning Districts: 
Wolff presented proposed modification of the setbacks in Single-family zoning 
districts.  In summary the changes are as follows: 

Setback Regulation 
Current 
Setback 

Proposed 
Setback 

Front /  Street Yard (Major Street) 35’ 35’ 
Front / Street Yard (Local Street) 35’ 30’ 
Single Minimum Side Yard 8’ 8’ 
Total Minimum Side Yards 20’ 20’ 
Rear Yard / Ordinary High-Water Mark 35’ 35’ 
Rear Yard / Adjoining Property has Residential Zoning 35’ 35’ 
Rear Yard / Adjoining Property Non-residential Zoning 35’ 25’ 
Secondary Street Yard Frontage (Major Street) - 25’ 
Secondary Street Yard Frontage (Local Street) - 20’ 

Laraway stated that in addition to allowing a reduced rear yard setback on 
properties which back-up to parks or to other non-residential districts, that 
reduced setback should also apply to residential lots which back-up to the golf 
course. 

Wolff explained that the purpose of creating a “Secondary Street Frontage” setback 
is to lessen the burden on parcels with more than one street frontage.  He noted 
that for Accessory Structures there are several places in the ordinance which 
prohibit Accessory Structurers in a street yard.  This is true even when that street 
yard is not the normal front yard for the parcel. 

The members discussed the proposed setbacks, and Laraway’s suggestion and 
there were no objections to moving forward with the proposed changes. 
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2. Regulation of Garages: 
The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed changes that were drafted based 
on the discussion at the May meeting.  Wolff presented the following text 
amendments for the Planning Commission’s consideration: 

Section 1212.13 
 The maximum allowed attached garage size has been increased to match what 

is proposed for detached garages, specifically 1,100 ft2. 
 A rough draft of wording was presented to address attached garages which are 

connected to, but partially separate from the dwelling space of the primary 
structure.  The Planning Commission reviewed the proposed changes which 
were presented as a new paragraph “E”.  After review and discussion, the 
Planning Commission felt this change was not needed. 

Section 1212.29 
 Changes to cover the discussion in May on temporary shed/garages.  With 

being more permissive on storage of boats and RVs, having a strict 
prohibition on something essentially similar in size and appearance is 
debatable.  The Planning Commission requested further work on the 
language, and also to prohibit certain types of Temporary Accessory 
Structures during certain seasons or all together. 

Chapter 1220 
 Clarification of what is considered overlapping frontage. 
 Secondary Street frontage setbacks were discussed. 
 Adjusting the allowed sizes of detached garages were reviewed. 
 A slight change in shed regulation was reviewed, specifically for sheds which 

are not constructed of a permanent nature, limiting the size to 200 ft2. 
 Limiting the height of garage doors was discussed.  The Planning Commission 

felt that a maximum height of 10 feet should be the regulation for attached 
and detached garages. An exception that needs to be accounted for would be 
allowing a single door over 10 feet for motorhomes. 

 Clarification of the design elements was reviewed. 

Chapter 1256 
 The Planning Commission reviewed modification to the regulations for 

Accessory Structures in non-residential districts.  A simplified series of 
regulations was presented.  No objections to the proposed changes were 
voiced. 

New Business: None 

Public Comments: 

 Mike Scherba of Isabella Vista spoke regarding the proposed changes to various 
setbacks.  He spoke in favor of the reduction of the rear yard setback along the 
golf course, and spoke against reducing the setback from any street to less than 
35 feet. 
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With no further business, the Planning Commission adjourned at 8:47 PM. 
 
 
 

X/ Jeffrey P. Grey   

  Jeffrey P. Grey 
   Village Clerk 
 



Lake	Isabella	Planning	Commission	
Regular	Meeting	Minutes	
August	14,	2018	

1010	Clubhouse	Drive	
Lake	Isabella,	MI	48893	

989.644.8654	
	
	
Planning	Commission	Chairman	McGrath	called	the	meeting	to	order	at	7	PM,	and	the	
Pledge	of	Allegiance	was	recited	by	those	in	attendance.		
	
Members	Present:	Courser,	Grey,	Laraway,	Preuss,	Simon,	Tafreshi,	&	McGrath	
Members	Absent:	None	
	
Agenda	Approval:	
Tafreshi	made	a	motion,	which	was	seconded	by	Simon,	to	approve	the	Meeting	Agenda	as	
presented.		VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	7‐0‐0.	

Approval	of	Previous	Meeting	Minutes:	
Grey	made	a	motion,	which	was	seconded	by	Simon,	to	approve	the	minutes	of	the	July	17,	
2018	meeting	as	presented. VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	7‐0‐0.	

Reports:	
1. Chairman:	None	
2. Village	Manager:	

Wolff	reviewed	the	proposals	submitted	by	Granger,	King's,	and	Republic	for	residential	
refuse	licensing.		Preuss	asked	if	the	number	of	bags	listed	on	King's	proposal	was	the	
number	of	bags	allowed	in	the	cart,	or	in	addition	to	the	cart.		Wolff	stated	the	Council	
had	asked	them	this	question.	

3. Village	Council:	
Grey	discussed	the	events	of	the	July	meeting	and	the	August	8th	Special	Meeting.		He	
discussed	the	Council's	discussion	and	its	revote	on	the	hard‐surfaced	floor	
requirement	for	Private	Aircraft	Hangars.		
Laraway	asked	if	there	were	any	members	of	the	Council	who	owned	property	that	
would	be	impacted	by	the	regulation	of	Private	Aircraft	Hangars.		Grey	stated	that	Kiel	
owns	a	Private	Aircraft	Hangar,	but	all	existing	structures	would	be	legally	
grandfathered	under	the	Zoning	Enabling	Act	and	would	not	be	required	to	meet	new	
regulations	unless	they	proposed	to	modify	their	structure.			
Wolff	reported	that	Shoemaker	also	owns	undeveloped	property	which	potentially	
would	be	impacted	if	it	was	developed	as	a	Private	Aircraft	Hangar,	but	that	Mr.	
Shoemaker	was	absent	from	the	meeting	and	did	not	vote	on	the	issue.	
Wolff	also	distributed	materials	regarding	Short‐term	rentals.		He	stated	that	the	
Council	has	asked	that	the	Planning	Commission	review	this	topic	in	light	of	the	
Conditional	Rezoning	of	565	N.	Coldwater	Road.		Wolff	asked	for	the	Planning	
Commission	to	review	the	materials	he	supplied,	and	then	discuss	the	topic	at	the	
meeting	in	September.	
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Public	Hearings:	
1. Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐07;	Setback	Amendments:	

McGrath	opened	a	Public	Hearing	for	Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐07	at	7:22	PM.	
Wolff	reviewed	the	document	and	changes	proposed	for	the	zoning	code.	
Public	Comment:	None	
Planning	Commission	Discussion:	
Laraway	stated	that	Bill	Scott	on	Sandtrap	Drive	had	contacted	him	about	the	proposed	
changes	and	indicated	support	for	amending	the	zoning	code.	
McGrath	closed	the	Public	Hearing	at	7:24	PM	
Laraway	made	a	motion,	which	was	seconded	by	Grey,	to	recommend	Proposed	
Ordinance	2018‐07	to	the	Village	Council	for	adoption.	VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	
7‐0‐0.	

2. Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐08;	Planning	Commission	Ordinance	Update:	
McGrath	opened	a	Public	Hearing	for	Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐08	at	7:26	PM.	
Wolff	reviewed	the	document	and	changes	proposed	for	the	zoning	code.	
Public	Comment:		
Paul	Cueny	of	Clubhouse	Drive	spoke	in	favor	of	the	proposed	changes	and	stated	that	it	
would	help	address	any	perception	issues	that	could	arise	from	having	Courser	on	the	
Planning	Commission	since	he	also	serves	as	the	Airport	Manager.	
Planning	Commission	Discussion:	None	
McGrath	closed	the	Public	Hearing	at	7:32	PM	
Grey	made	a	motion,	which	was	seconded	by	Laraway,	to	recommend	Proposed	
Ordinance	2018‐08	to	the	Village	Council	for	adoption.	VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	
7‐0‐0.	

Public	Comments:		
Paul	Cueny	of	Clubhouse	Drive	spoke	about	the	proposed	changes	to	section	
1212.13(6)	being	reviewed	under	Existing	Business.		He	stated	that	the	sanitation	code	
used	by	the	County	only	requires	a	10‐foot	setback	for	septic	tanks	and	drain	fields	
from	basements,	not	from	accessory	structures	or	areas	of	a	primary	structure	without	
a	basement.		The	Planning	Commission	discussed	these	concerns	and	asked	to	have	the	
language	under	consideration	forwarded	to	the	Health	Department	for	review	and	
comment.	

Existing	Business:	
1. Proposed	Update	to	Garage	Regulations:	

The	proposed	changes	to	several	sections	of	the	zoning	code	were	discussed.		The	
Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	proposed	formatting	change	to	Section	1212.29.		
After	discussion,	they	asked	to	have	that	part	completed	with	the	same	general	
regulations	applicable	to	sheds	for	review	in	September.	
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Grey	asked	if	all	garage	doors	should	be	required	to	have	windows	or	only	taller	doors.		
After	discussing	the	issue,	the	Planning	Commission	felt	that	requiring	windows	on	
more	massive	doors	was	appropriate.	
Wolff	stated	he	would	work	on	completing	Section	1212.29	and	hopefully	have	a	draft	
ready	next	month.	

New	Business:	
1. Redevelopment	Ready	Communities:	

The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	Village's	Baseline	Report	from	the	MEDC.		Wolff	
asked	if	there	were	concerns	from	members	of	the	Planning	Commission	on	the	Village	
moving	forward	the	process.	
Laraway,	Grey,	Simon,	and	Tafreshi	all	voiced	support	for	the	Village’s	continued	
involvement	in	the	program.	

Public	Comments:	None	
	
With	no	further	business,	the	Village	Council	adjourned	at	8:46	PM.	
	
	
	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Jeffrey P. Grey  

Jeffrey	P.	Grey	
Village	Clerk	

	
	
	



Village	of	Lake	Isabella	
Planning	Commission	
September	11,	2018	
Regular	Meeting	Minutes	

1010	Clubhouse	Drive	
Lake	Isabella,	MI	48893	

989.644.8654	

	
	
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7	PM	by	Planning	Commission	Chairman	McGrath.			The	
Pledge	of	Allegiance	was	recited	by	those	in	attendance.	
	
Members	Present:	 Courser,	Grey,	Preuss,	Simon,	Tafreshi,	and	McGrath	
Members	Excused:	 Laraway	
	
A	motion	was	made	by	Tafreshi,	which	was	seconded	by	Preuss,	to	approve	the	Meeting	
Agenda	as	presented.		VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	6‐0‐0.	
	
A	motion	was	made	by	Simon,	seconded	by	Tafreshi,	to	approve	the	minutes	of	the	August	
meeting	as	presented.	VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	6‐0‐0.	
	
Village	Manager	Report:	
Village	Manager	Wolff	reported	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	a	preliminary	review	of	a	
proposed	Site	Plan	that	he	performed	the	Friday	prior	to	the	meeting.		Wolff	stated	that	the	
Applicant	was	present,	and	asked	if	the	Planning	Commission	had	any	items	to	discuss	with	
him	regarding	his	project.	

Members	of	the	Planning	Commission	reviewed	Wolff’s	Comments	and	the	information	
presented	by	the	Applicant.		The	Applicant	is	proposing	to	develop	several	storage	
buildings	at	the	southwest	corner	of	the	airport	on	a	parcel	across	from	the	intersection	of	
Coldwater	Road	and	Clubhouse	Drive.	

There	was	discussion	over	the	proposed	driveway	location	for	the	development.		Wolff	
stated	his	concerns	over	the	proposed	location	due	to	sight	visibility	issues	from	the	hill	
north	of	the	location	on	Coldwater	Road.		He	also	is	concerned	that	if	the	driveway	is	not	
located	inline	with	the	intersection	that	it	will	cause	a	traffic	safety	issue	due	to	the	
staggered	curb‐cuts.			

Lighting	concerns	were	discussed,	with	the	location’s	proximity	to	the	runway	all	of	the	
lights	need	to	be	shielded	and	directed	downward.		No	lighting	was	shown	on	the	
preliminary	Site	Plan.	

The	Planning	Commission	asked	about	proposed	signage	for	the	site	as	none	was	shown	on	
the	preliminary	Site	Plan.	

The	Applicant	stated	that	the	area	titled	“office”	is	actually	a	mechanical	room.		Wolff	stated	
that	this	change	would	eliminate	the	need	for	any	on‐site	parking.	

The	exterior	materials	on	the	buildings	were	discussed	for	the	façade	facing	Coldwater	
Road.		After	discussion	as	to	whether	the	drawings	showed	at	least	80%	of	the	surface	area	
meeting	the	ordinance	requirements,	the	Applicant	and	Planning	Commission	discussed	
including	some	low	growing	landscaping	along	those	frontages.	
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Village	Council	Report:	
Grey	reported	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	the	events	of	the	Village	Council	meeting	in	
August.		He	discussed	the	visit	from	the	Sheriff,	and	the	also	conveyed	the	appreciation	of	
Village	President	Torgerson	and	the	rest	of	the	Council	for	the	time	and	effort	that	the	
Planning	Commission	puts	into	the	matters	they	review.	

Public	Comments:		

 Paul	Cueny	of	Clubhouse	Drive	discussed	his	concerns	over	the	proposed	isolation	
distance	proposed	in	Ordinance	2018‐05.		He	also	shared	his	thoughts	regarding	
Bed	&	Breakfast	uses.	Specifically,	that	in	light	of	the	Conditional	Rezoning	of	565	N.	
Coldwater	Road	the	Village	should	explore	opening	this	type	of	use	to	more	
property	owners.	

 Mike	Scherba	of	Isabella	Vista	stated	that	he	feels	the	driveway	for	the	proposed	
storage	units	at	Coldwater	Road	and	Clubhouse	Drive	should	be	moved	more	to	the	
north	away	from	the	intersection.	

Existing	Business:	

1. Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐05;	Regulation	of	Garages:	
Wolff	provided	a	review	of	the	draft.		He	stated	that	the	Planning	Commission	still	is	
required	to	hold	a	Public	Hearing	on	the	draft	as	required	by	the	Michigan	Zoning	
Enabling	Act.	

The	proposed	isolation	distance	for	septic	systems	was	discussed.		After	discussing	
the	pros	and	cons	of	requiring	a	10‐foot	distance	from	all	structures,	which	would	be	
more	restrictive	than	the	Sanitation	Code,	the	Planning	Commission	supported	
deleting	the	requirement	and	simply	requiring	compliance	with	the	regulations	of	the	
local	Health	Department.	

Grey	asked	that	the	door	height	regulation	for	detached	garages	be	clarified,	but	was	
supportive	of	the	regulations	proposed.	

A	Public	Hearing	was	scheduled	for	the	October	meeting.	

New	Business:	
1. Discussion	of	Short‐term	Rentals	and	Bed	&	Breakfast	Uses:	

The	Planning	Commission,	at	the	request	of	the	Village	Council,	discussed	the	
regulation	of	short‐term	rentals	and	Bed	&	Breakfast	uses.	

Wolff	stated	that	his	recommendation	is	to	not	allow	either	uses	in	the	platted	areas	
of	the	Village.		He	stated	that	most	the	lots	sizes	are	not	sufficient	to	accommodate	
this	type	of	use	without	causing	disruption	to	the	existing	neighborhood.		He	also	
stated	he	was	concerned	about	conflicts	with	the	Building	&	Use	Restrictions	for	
these	areas.	

Simon	stated	that	he	would	support	looking	at	limited	areas	where	it	could	be	
possible	to	develop	a	Bed	&	Breakfast,	and	that	bringing	more	people	into	the	area	
would	be	of	benefit	to	the	economy.	

None	of	the	members	we	in	favor	of	allowing	short‐term	rentals.			
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Various	locations	were	looked	at	as	a	hypothetical	location	for	a	more	traditional	
Bed	&	Breakfast	type	use.		Concerns	were	discussed	that	the	residential	streets	of	
the	community	would	not	be	compatible	for	the	increased	traffic	that	such	a	use	
could	create.	

Issues	with	on‐site	parking	and	the	increased	use	of	the	lake	were	also	discussed.	

After	further	discussion,	McGrath	asked	if	a	majority	supported	continued	work	on	
developing	more	permissive	Bed	&	Breakfast	regulations.		Members	Grey	and	Simon	
stated	that	they	were	in	favor	of	additional	consideration.		Members	Tafreshi,	
Preuss,	Courser,	and	McGrath	all	stated	that	they	were	not	in	favor	of	taking	this	
project	on	at	this	time.	

Public	Comments:	None	

	
With	no	further	business,	the	Planning	Commission	adjourned	at	8:53	PM.	
	
	
	

X/	 Jeffrey P. Grey	 	 	

	 	 Jeffrey	P.	Grey	
	 	 	Village	Clerk	
	







Village	of	Lake	Isabella	
Planning	Commission	
October	9,	2018	
Regular	Meeting	Minutes	

1010	Clubhouse	Drive	
Lake	Isabella,	MI	48893	

989.644.8654	

	
	
The	meeting	was	called	to	order	at	7	PM	by	Planning	Commission	Chairman	McGrath.			
Those	in	attendance	recited	the	Pledge	of	Allegiance.	
	
Members	Present:	 Courser,	Grey,	Laraway,	Preuss,	and	McGrath	
Members	Excused:	 Simon	and	Tafreshi	
	
A	motion	was	made	by	Laraway,	which	was	seconded	by	Courser,	to	approve	the	Meeting	
Agenda	as	presented.		VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	5‐0‐0.	
	
A	motion	was	made	by	Laraway,	seconded	by	Preuss,	to	approve	the	minutes	of	the	
September	meeting	as	presented.	VOICE	VOTE:	MOTION	CARRIED	5‐0‐0.	
	
Chairman’s	Report:	
McGrath	spoke	about	the	new	digital	sign	on	M‐20	near	Isabella	Road.		He	thanked	the	
other	members	of	the	Planning	Commission	for	the	work	and	time	that	they	put	in	on	
discussing	issues	such	as	signs.		There	was	a	discussion	among	the	members	about	the	
need	to	review	the	regulations	in	the	Village's	sign	ordinance	to	make	certain	there	are	
standards	in	place	on	the	brightness	of	digital	signs.		Wolff	reported	that	he	would	look	into	
the	issue	and	see	if	additional	language	should	be	added	to	the	Village's	ordinance.	

Village	Manager	Report:	
Village	Manager	Wolff	reported	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	crack	sealing,	trash	
licensing,	welcome	signs,	and	work	on	reaching	a	Franchise	Agreement	with	Consumer’s	
Energy.	

Village	Council	Report:	
Grey	reported	to	the	Planning	Commission	on	the	events	of	the	Village	Council	meeting	in	
September.		He	discussed	the	Council’s	adoption	of	Resolution	2018‐13	which	releases	a	
combination	requirement	on	two	lots	sold	by	the	Village	in	Lake	Isabella	South.	

Zoning	Board	of	Appeals:	
Wolff	reported	that	an	appeal	was	filed	last	week	and	that	a	meeting	of	the	ZBA	is	planned	
for	Tuesday,	October	30th.	

Public	Hearings:	
1. Proposed	Special	Land	Use	2018‐04	&	Site	Plan;	D&L	Storage,	Coldwater	Road:	

McGrath	opened	the	Public	Hearing	at	7:16	PM.	
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Chuck	Griffith	of	Access	Design	presented	the	Applicant’s	Site	Plan.		The	Applicant,	
Gordon	Stahl,	is	proposing	to	develop	a	total	of	four	storage	structures	at	the	
intersection	of	Coldwater	Road	and	Clubhouse	Drive.	

The	buildings	proposed	would	be	a	single	story,	with	several	units	of	a	larger	height	and	
size	to	accommodate	motorhomes	and	boats.		This	part	of	the	structure	would	have	a	
16’	sidewall.			

Exterior	lighting	is	proposed	to	be	limited	to	wall	packed	lights,	shielded	and	directed	
downward	not	to	cause	issues	for	the	airport.	

Grey	asked	if	they	were	planning	on	having	their	utility	lines	buried.		The	Applicant	
stated	that	there	would	be	no	above‐ground	utility	wires.	

Preuss	asked	if	he	was	planning	on	fencing	the	site.		Preuss	voiced	concern	over	the	
appearance	of	fencing	from	trash	and	weeds.		The	Applicant	stated	that	no	fencing	was	
planned	for	the	site.	

Grey	stated	that	he	was	in	support	of	waiving	the	requirement	for	on‐site	paving,	and	
wanted	to	make	sure	that	was	included	in	the	approval.	

Courser	asked	what	the	sequence	of	development	would	be.		The	Applicant	stated	that	
he	is	planning	on	building	from	the	south	to	the	north.	

Grey	asked	if	there	were	any	conversations	yet	with	the	Golf	Course	about	the	
continued	shared	use	of	the	drive.		The	Applicant	stated	that	he	has	not	spoken	to	the	
Golf	Course.		Wolff	noted	that	the	Golf	Course	was	given	notice	of	this	meeting.	

Courser	asked	about	the	height	on	the	northernmost	building	proposed.		He	spoke	to	
the	FAA	requirements	limiting	the	height	of	the	structure	based	on	a	7:1	ratio	of	its	
distance	from	the	runway.		Speaking	on	behalf	of	the	Applicant,	Mr.	Griffith	stated	that	
he	reviewed	the	distance	from	the	runway	to	the	property	line,	and	he	believes	that	the	
structure	will	be	below	the	height	cap	of	the	7:1	ratio,	but	would	review	the	location	of	
the	building	with	the	Village	before	being	beginning	construction.	

There	was	a	discussion	regarding	the	drainage	culvert	under	Coldwater	Road	which	
empties	into	the	ditch	at	the	northwest	corner	of	the	site.		Mr.	Griffiths	stated	that	the	
Site	Plan	shows	a	riprap	and	culvert	planned	for	the	driveway	area,	and	they	intend	to	
allow	water	to	continue	to	flow	southward	through	the	ditch.			

McGrath	asked	Wolff	if	there	were	any	additional	issues	which	needed	to	be	addressed.		
Wolff	stated	that	the	Applicant	has	been	easy	to	work	with	and	that	in	his	opinion	there	
is	sufficient	information	to	approve	the	project.	

McGrath	opened	the	hearing	for	Public	Comments.		The	public	offered	no	comments	or	
questions.	

McGrath	closed	the	Public	Hearing	at	7:41	PM.	

A	motion	was	made	by	Grey,	seconded	by	Preuss,	to	approve	Special	Land	Use	2018‐04	
and	the	attached	Site	Plan	for	D&L	Storage	with	the	following	conditions:	

1. The	overnight,	outdoor	storage	of	items	not	associated	with	the	construction	of	a	
structure	on	the	site	is	prohibited.	



October	9,	2018,	Planning	Commission	Minutes	Page	3	of	4	
 

2. The	landscaping	shown	on	the	Site	Plan	along	the	western	façade	is	maintained	
throughout	the	useful	life	of	the	property.		Landscaping	shall	be	plants	that	are	
native	species	in	the	State	of	Michigan.	

3. Outdoor	lighting	shall	be	from	full	cut‐off	fixtures	with	the	light	source	fully	shielded	
and	directed	downwards.		

4. The	Planning	Commission	waives	the	requirement	to	pave	the	site	entirely.	
5. All	utility	lines	and	wires	shall	be	buried	and	located	below	ground.	
6. Structure	heights	shall	comply	with	the	applicable	height	limitations	set	by	either	

MDOT	or	the	FAA	under	Part	77.	
7. An	illustration	of	the	dumpster	enclosure	is	to	be	provided	if	one	is	placed	on‐site	

for	use	once	the	business	is	in	operation.	
8. The	ground	sign	at	the	driveway	conforms	to	the	display	requirement	that	the	

property's	address	is	displayed	as	required	by	the	Village's	Sign	Ordinance.	
9. A	copy	of	the	approved	driveway	permit	from	the	Isabella	County	Road	Commission	

is	provided	once	the	Road	Commission	approves	such.		

McGrath	asked	for	Wolff	to	conduct	a	Roll	Call	vote:	YEAS:	Courser,	Grey,	Laraway,	
Preuss,	and	McGrath;	Nays:	None.		McGrath	ruled	that	the	motion	was	adopted	
unanimously	5‐0‐0.	

2. Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐05;	Regulation	of	Garages:	

Wolff	provided	a	synopsis	of	the	proposed	ordinance.		He	stated	that	the	only	public	
comments	in	advance	of	the	meeting	were	a	conversation	he	had	with	Mike	Fiorillo	who	
was	in	attendance	to	speak	on	his	issue.		McGrath	asked	the	Planning	Commission	if	
there	was	an	objection	to	having	a	discussion	with	Mr.	Fiorillo	regarding	his	Wedding	
Venue	Business.		There	were	no	objections	from	the	Planning	Commission	to	the	
request.	

McGrath	opened	the	Public	Hearing	at	7:46	PM.	

Mike	Fiorillo	of	Coldwater	Road	spoke	about	his	Special	Land	Use	permit	and	requested	
that	the	Planning	Commission	amend	his	SLU	by	removing	the	cap	on	the	number	of	
events	he	can	host	in	2019.			

Grey	asked	if	there	were	any	traffic	issues	from	the	two	events	he	has	hosted	so	far	or	
complaints	made	to	the	office.		Wolff	stated	that	there	were	no	complaints	made	to	the	
office.		Fiorillo	stated	that	there	were	no	traffic	issues	from	the	previous	events.	

Wolff	suggested	that	since	Mr.	Fiorillo’s	request	is	to	modify	a	SLU	which	was	approved	
through	a	public	hearing	process,	the	Village	should	send	notice	of	the	request	to	the	
property	owners	noticed	on	the	original	SLU	hearing	and	grant	them	the	ability	to	
speak	on	the	matter	before	deciding.	

McGrath	asked	for	clarification	on	how	many	events	Mr.	Fiorillo	was	asking	to	get	
approval	for	in	2019.		Fiorillo	stated	that	he	would	like	to	remove	the	cap	and	not	be	
limited	on	the	number	of	events	in	2019.	

McGrath	stated	that	he	thinks	the	notification	of	property	owners	and	an	invitation	to	
share	their	comments	before	deciding	is	appropriate.	He	asked	staff	to	provide	notice	
and	for	the	item	to	be	on	the	November	meeting	agenda.	
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McGrath	asked	if	there	were	additional	Public	Comments	that	anyone	would	like	to	
offer	on	Proposed	Ordinance	2018‐05.		The	public	provided	no	comments	or	questions.	

The	Planning	Commission	reviewed	the	wording	offered	by	the	Village	Attorney	
regarding	Special	Land	Uses	and	Section	1212.29.		It	was	requested	to	add	this	language	
to	the	draft.	

Discussion	occurred	regarding	the	proposed	changes	to	Section	1212.29.		The	following	
additional	changes	were	requested	to	be	included	in	the	draft:	

 Requiring	that	Temporary	Accessory	Structures	be	“well	maintained.”	

 Limiting	the	number	of	allowed	Temporary	Accessory	Structures	on	both	
residential	and	non‐residential	parcels.	

 Height	and	size	limitations	for	both	residential	and	non‐residential	parcels.	

Wolff	stated	that	he	would	like	to	make	the	requested	changes	and	bring	it	back	for	
review	in	November.	

Existing	Business:	None	

New	Business:	None	

Public	Comments:		

Paul	Cueny	of	Clubhouse	Drive	asked	if	his	comments	from	the	previous	month	were	
included	in	the	approved	minutes.	
McGrath	asked	what	the	feelings	were	of	the	other	members.		He	also	asked	Wolff	to	clarify	
what	was	approved	earlier	in	the	meeting.		Wolff	stated	that	the	motion	made	was	to	
"approve	the	minutes	as	presented."	
A	motion	was	made	by	Grey,	seconded	by	Courser,	to	attach	Cueny’s	submitted	comments	
from	the	last	meeting	to	the	minutes.	
There	was	a	discussion	on	the	motion.		The	members	discussed	what	would	be	appropriate	
and	not	appropriate	to	include	in	the	minutes.		After	discussion,	the	Planning	Commission	
asked	for	Wolff	to	prepare	an	amendment	to	the	Bylaws	addressing	this	topic	for	the	
following	meeting.		The	draft	is	to	reflect	the	same	process	and	conditions	contained	in	the	
Village	Council	Rules.	
Voice	Vote:	Motion	Carried	5‐0‐0.	
	
With	no	further	business,	the	Planning	Commission	adjourned	at	8:20	PM.	
	
	
	

X/	 Jeffrey P. Grey	 	 	

	 	 Jeffrey	P.	Grey	
	 	 	Village	Clerk	
	



 

Planning Commission 
November 13, 2018 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893
 

 

Vice-chair Laraway called the meeting to order at 7 PM.  Those in attendance 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Members Present: Courser, Grey, Preuss, Simon, Tafreshi, & Laraway 
Members Excused: McGrath 

Reports: 

1. Chairman: None 

2. Village Manager: 

Village Manager Wolff reported to the Planning Commission on permit 
activity, code enforcement matters, election results, and the bid deadline for 
the “Mill & Fill” project on Queens Way and El Camino Grande. 
Wolff also submitted a copy of the quarterly report from the Michigan 
Economic Development Corporation on the Village’s progress in the 
Redevelopment Ready Communities Program. 

3. Village Council: 

Grey discussed the October Village Council meeting.  He noted that there 
had been no positive developments between Consumers and the Village on 
securing an electric utility franchise.  It was reported that if the status remains 
unchanged, the Council would be considering making a complaint to the 
Michigan Public Service Commission at its December 4th meeting. 
Grey also stated that with the defeat of the Village’s proposed Charter 
Amendment he did not see the Village Council continuing to pursue an 
agreement with the Sheriff’s Department. 

4. Zoning Board of Appeals: 

Wolff updated the Planning Commission on the October 30, 2018, ZBA 
meeting.  He discussed that as part of the discussion into the request at 1025 
Siesta Lane that it is becoming clear that all levels of the organization need 
to revisit the development regulations for the LR-2 District.  He shared his 
opinion that property which was developed initially with single-wide mobile 
homes are proving to be a challenge for redevelopment. 
Wolff reported that the ZBA has requested that the applicant return by 
March with updated drawings showing the square footage of the structure 
meet the minimum district requirements for a dwelling, and an approved well 
and septic permit. 
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Public Hearings: 

1. Reconsideration of Conditions on Special Land Use Permit 2017-01: 
Laraway opened the Public Hearing at 7:08 PM. 
Public Comments: None 
Wolff stated that no calls, emails, letters, or comments of any nature were 
submitted to the Village Hall in advance of the hearing. 
Laraway closed the Public Hearing at 7:09 PM. 
Mike Fiorillo stated that he is requesting that the Planning Commission amend 
the conditions of Special Land Use Permit 2017-01which limit the number of 
pre-approved events at 565 N. Coldwater Road which may use tents to not 
more than six.  He is requesting that there not be a limit for the 2019 calendar 
year on the number of events. 
Tafreshi asked if the Village has received any complaints from the previous 
two events that have been hosted at the site.  Wolff stated that no 
complaints or comments were made to the office regarding the last two 
events at the property. 
Preuss made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to amend condition 
2 for Special Land Use Permit 2017-01 by removing the total number of 
allowed events from 6 with no limit set on the amount which could be held in 
2019.  ROLL CALL VOTE: YEAS: Courser, Grey, Preuss, Simon, Tafreshi, & 
Laraway; NAYS: None. MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Public Comment: None 

Existing Business: 

1. Proposed Ordinance 2018-05; Regulation of Garages & Temporary Accessory 
Structures: 

Wolff presented an updated draft of Proposed Ordinance 2018-05 to the 
Planning Commission.  He reviewed the changes since the last meeting.  He 
discussed that per the discussion last month, the regulation of Temporary 
Accessory Structures had been divided by residential and non-residential 
districts. 
Laraway asked if there were any other issues that members of the Planning 
Commission wish to discuss.  Seeing none, he asked if anyone would like to 
make a motion. 
Simon made a motion, which was seconded by Grey, to recommend 
Proposed Ordinance 2018-05 to the Village Council for adoption. VOICE 
VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 
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Agenda Approval: 
Laraway apologized to the other members of the Planning Commission that he 
overlooked the approval of the Agenda and previous minutes at the start of the 
meeting. 
Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the Agenda 
as presented.  VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

Approval of Minutes: 

Wolff noted that the draft minutes in the packet did not include the submitted 
comments from Councilmember Cueny, but that they should be attached to 
the minutes. 
Tafreshi identified two typos that were corrected. 
Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Tafreshi, to approve the October 
meeting minutes as corrected. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

New Business: 

1. Proposed Amendments to the Planning Commission Bylaws: 
Wolff presented a proposed update to the Planning Commission’s Bylaws.  
He discussed changes to the election of officers, additional language on 
conflict of interest, Ex Parte contacts, and public participation standards to 
match those found in the Village Council’s Rules & Procedures. 
Courser made a motion, seconded by Tafreshi, to adopt the amended 
Planning Commission Bylaws. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 6-0-0. 

2. December Meeting: 
The members discussed the need for a meeting in December.  Wolff stated 
that he is working on trying to get the Master Plan draft finished so that it 
could be approved for comments by the Village Council in mid-December. 
Wolff asked if there was any interest in having a meal at 6 PM and then a 
short meeting to get the Master Plan draft approved to go to the Council.  
The members stated that idea was a good plan, and was supportive of it.  
Laraway did note that he would be unable to attend the meeting. 

Public Comment:  
 Paul Cueny of Clubhouse Drive thanked the members of the Planning 

Commission for their time and service to the community. 

With no further business, the Planning Commission adjourned at 7:37 PM. 
 

             

Jeffrey P. Grey 
Village Clerk 



 

Planning Commission 
December 11, 2018 

Regular Meeting 
1010 Clubhouse Drive 

Lake Isabella, MI 48893
 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7 PM by Planning Commission Chairman 
McGrath.  Those in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Members Present: Courser, Grey, Preuss, Tafreshi, & McGrath 
Members Excused: Laraway & Simon 

Agenda Approval: 
Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Preuss, to approve the 
Agenda as presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION CARRIED 5-0-0. 

November 13th Meeting Minutes: 
Grey made a motion, which was seconded by Courser, to approve the 
minutes of the November 13th meeting as presented. VOICE VOTE: MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0-0. 

Reports: 
 Chairman’s Report - None 

 Village Manager - None 

 Village Council – Grey gave the Village Council report, he discussed the 
December 4th meeting and the two Proposed Ordinances which have a 
Public Hearing scheduled for December 13th.  Grey also highlighted the 
complaint made to the MPSC regarding Consumers Energy regarding the 
status of negotiations on entering into a franchise agreement for electric 
utility service in the Village. 

The members discussed Proposed Ordinance 2018-09.  Grey stated that 
he supports the Proposed Ordinance as it will give the Village the ability 
see how the State of Michigan addresses marijuana-related businesses 
and then see if any would be a good fit for the Village to "opt-in" if there 
were clear financial benefits to the Village for doing so. 

Public Comments: None 

Existing Business: 

1. Master Plan Draft: 
Wolff presented the draft of the Master Plan.  He discussed each section, 
the goals of the draft, and the implementation plan.  He discussed the 
lifestyle clusters from the Target Market Analysis performed by EMCOG 
and how that can be utilized towards the goals in the draft. 
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There was a discussion about what measures to consider that would give 
residents additional financial resources that could be leveraged to help 
them stay in their homes.  Measures such as Accessory Dwelling Units, 
smaller living unit sizes, and Bed & Breakfast room rentals were all 
discussed as options that should be explored. 

Grey stated that this was at least his third plan update as part of being 
involved in the Village, and likes the way that this document flows.  He 
said that he is comfortable with the contents of the draft. 

Wolff asked if there were items from the Planning Commission that he may 
have missed in the draft.  Grey talked about comments made from his 
friends about making the code more permissible for smaller homes where 
people can downsize from a large house, but stay in the community. 

Tafreshi and Courser both stated that they had read the plan and thought 
it was a good document and they had no concerns with moving it 
forward to the Village Council for their endorsement for public comment. 

Grey made a motion, seconded by Tafreshi, to recommend the Master 
Plan Draft to the Village Council for distribution. VOICE VOTE: MOTION 
CARRIED 5-0-0 

Public Comments: None 

Adjournment: 
With no further business, the Planning Commission adjourned at 7:38 PM. 

 

 

             

Jeffrey P. Grey 
Village Clerk 
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